INTRODUCTION
Is n't it possible, too, to be pedantic in the demand for simplicity? It's a cry which, if I notice aright, nature has a jaunty way of disregarding. Command a rosebush in the stress of June to purge itself; coerce a convolvulus out of the paths of catachresis. Amen!"
In this endeavor, thus early put before himself as a conscious ideal, to win for language "some new swiftness, some rare compression," Moody found, as time went on, not only an unfailing interest, but an object worthy his most tireless devotion, his most unswerving loyalty: he had the passion of the old alchemists for the distillation of that "more opaline drop." Impatient as he might be of the drudgery of teaching or hack-writing, in his poetic work no labor could dismay him. He loved to take pains. I especially remember the trick he had, in his rough drafts, of making endless substitutions of words, choosing first one and then another, striking out each in turn and surmounting it with the next, until some of his lines looked like the pediments of ruined temples, with columns of words rising at irregular intervals to unequal heights. To find him in his studio on a working morning (if one had the temerity), in a cloud of tobacco smoke, threading a labyrinth of emendations, surrounded by the carnage of previous encounters — burnt  matches,   scattered  ashes,  and discarded sheets — was to conceive a new respect for an art which could so completely conceal itself.   His production was necessarily slow.   The "Masque of Judgment," for example, was begun in the summer of 1897, written out in fragmentary shape a year later
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